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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 ONY-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

124965 211109Z/17-R 

O 210821Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7695 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2227 

FOR NEA/ARN DRAPER 

STADIS/////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, SY 

SUBJ: HIRC MARK-UP: SYRIAN JEWRY 

REF: DAMASCUS 2217 

1 . AT AMBASSADOR'S APRIL 20 RECEPTION, DCM INFORMED TOUT AH 
AND HAMRA THAT WE HAD TAKEN UP SECOND LIST OF WOMEN WITH 
PRESIDENCY AND IT WAS NOT UNDER STUDY. TOUTAH'S REACTION 
WAS THAT THIS MEANS A NEGATIVE PRESIDENCY ATTITUDE SINCE 
IN SYRIAN PRACTICE A MATTER COULD REMAIN UNDER STUDY 
INDEFINITELY. DCM DISAGREED, POINTING OUT THAT THIS LIST 
WAS CONSIDERABLY LARGER THAN LAST SUMMER'S AND IT WAS 
NORMAL PRESIDENCY WOULD WANT TO STUDY IMPLICATIONS. 

2. ON QUESTION OF POSSIBLE RELAXATION IN SYRIAN ATTITUDE 
TOWARD TRAVEL ABROAD. TOUTAH CONFIRMED THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
A GRADUAL RELAXATION IN EFFECT AT TIME OF SHALOM'S VISIT. 

MOST RECENT PASSPORT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT HAD BEEN ISSUED 
ABOUT A MONTH AGO. HOWEVER, TOUTAH HIMSELF HAD 

STOPPED PRESENTING AHD SUPPORTING APPLICATIONS AT THE TIME 
OF THE ISRAELI INCURSION INOT LEBANON. JUDGING THAT UNDER 
INFLUENCE OF THE LATEST "ISRAELI AGGRESSION, 1 ' OFFICIALS COULD 
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WELL REACT NEGATIVELY TO HIS PETITIONS. HE HAD BEEN TELLING 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS WISHING TO TRAVEL ABROAD THAT TIME 
WAS NOT RIGHT FOR THEM TO BE PETITIONING SECURITY 
AUTHORITIES. ADDITIONAL COMPLICATION, THOUTAH SAID, WAS 
THAT COL. MESSAOUD WAS PARTICIPATING IN THE NAAMEH 
ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION AND WAS RARELY IN HIS REGULAR 
OFFICE. LT. COL. ABD AL-SAMAD HAD NO REAL POWER. 
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3. DCM SUGGESTED TO TOUT AH THAT WITH ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
FORM LEBANON NOW PROCEEDING, HE WAS BEING TOO 
CAUTIOUS. HE TOOK THE POINT BUT DID NOT SAY WHETHER HE 
WOULD RESUME PRESENTING APPLICATIONS. 

4. RE PARA 3 DAMASCUS 2188, MY ANSWER TO ASSAD'S QUERY 

"IS THIS REALLY A QUESTION OF MARRIAGE OR OF EMIGRATION?” 
SHOULD OF COURSE HAVE READ "I REPLIED IT WAS THE 
FORMER." 

MURPHY 
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